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The	Undermining	of	ACA	

•  Defunding	Risk	Corridors	

•  Blocking	Medicaid	Expansion	

•  Undermining	Outreach	

	







24,000	excess	deaths	yearly	if	24	million	lose	insurance		
	
Mortality	and	Access	to	Care	Among	Adults	a4er	State	Medicaid	Expansions	
Sommers	BD,	et.	al.	
NEJM,	September	13,	2012	
	
Compared	3	states	with	expanded	Medicaid	with	neighboring	states	without	expansion.	
Mortality	decline:	20	per	100,000	
ExtrapolaMon	based	on	20	million	losing	ACA	insurance:	43,956	deaths	per	year	
	
Changes	in	Mortality	A4er	Massachuse:s	Health	Care	Reform:	A	Quasi-experimental	Study	
Sommers,	BD,	et.	al.	
Annals	Internal	Med,	May	2014	
	
Compared	mortality	rates	in	MA	counMes	before	and	aRer	2006	insurance	reform.	
ExtrapolaMon:	24,000	deaths	per	year	naMonwide	averted	by	ACA	
	



Physicians	in	the	News	

•  Sec.	Tom	Price,	HHS	
“…nobody	will	be	worse	off	financially…”	
“The	number	of	individuals	who	actually	got	coverage	
through	the	exchange	who	didn’t	have	coverage	before	
…is	relaMvely	small.”		

•  US	Rep.	Roger	Marshall	(Kansas)	
“There	is	a	group	of	people	[Medicaid	populaMon]	that	
just	don’t	want	health	care	and	aren’t	going	to	take	care	
of	themselves.”	STAT	News	3/3/17	



	
	
	
The	fatal	conceit	of	Obamacare	is	that	‘We’re	just	going	to	make	everybody	buy	our	
health	insurance	at	the	federal	government	level;	young	and	healthy	people	are	going	
to	go	into	the	market	and	pay	for	the	older,	sicker	people.’	So	the	young	healthy	person	
is	going	to	be	made	to	buy	health	care,	and	they’re	going	to	pay	for	the	person,	you	
know,	who	gets	breast	cancer	in	her	40s.	Or	who	gets	heart	disease	in	his	50s.	
		
So	take	a	look	at	this	chart.	The	red	slice	here	are	what	I	would	call	people	with	
preexisMng	condiMons.	People	who	have	real	health-care	problems.	The	blue	is	the	rest	
of	the	people	in	the	individual	market	—	that’s	the	market	where	people	don’t	get	
health	insurance	at	their	jobs	where	they	buy	it	themselves.	The	whole	idea	of	
Obamacare	is	the	people	on	the	blue	side	pay	for	the	people	on	the	red	side.	The	
people	who	are	healthy	pay	for	the	people	who	are	sick.	
		
It’s	not	working,	and	that’s	why	it’s	in	a	death	spiral.	
	
Paul	Ryan			3/9/2017	



“Death	Spiral”?	
	
	
	
ACA	sets	subsidies	to	limit	cost	to	maximum	percent	of	income.		
So	even	if	premiums	rise,	most	peoples'	cost	does	not.	So,	no	spiral.	
	
AHCA	has	flat	tax	credit	(adjusted	by	age,	family	size),	independent	of	
policy	cost.	“ConMnuous	coverage”	provision	actually	makes	spiral	more	
likely.		
	
“Defined	benefit”	vs.	“Defined	ContribuMon”		
	



 
 
Obamacare is the bipartisan version of health reform. It accomplishes a 
liberal end through conservative means and is much closer to the plan 
conservatives favored a few decades ago than the one liberals did. “It was the 
ultimate troll,” as Michael Anne Kyle of Harvard Business School put it, “for 
Obama to pass Republican health reform.”  
 
Today’s Republican Party has moved so far to the right that it no longer 
supports any plan that covers the uninsured. Of course, Republican leaders 
are not willing to say as much, because they know how unpopular that 
position is. Having run out of political ground, Ryan, McConnell and Trump 
have had to invent the notion of a socialistic Obamacare that they will repeal 
and replace with … something great! This morning they were also left to 
pretend that the Budget Office report was something less than a disaster. 
	
The	Original	Lie	About	Obamacare	
David	Leonhardt				MARCH	14,	2017		
The	New	York	Times	







Readings	
	
Erick	Erickson:	Don’t	Try	to	Fix	Obamacare.	Abolish	It.	
By	ERICK-WOODS	ERICKSON				MARCH	15,	2017	
The	New	York	Times	
	
The	Republican	health-care	plan	isn’t	about	health	care	at	all	
By	Catherine	Rampell					March	9	at	7:19	PM	
The	Washington	Post	
	
Trumpcare:	FicOon	and	Fact	
Steven	Ralner				MARCH	13,	2017	
The	New	York	Times	
	
	
Should	men	have	to	pay	for	prenatal	care?	



AMERICAN AMNESIA 
How the War on Government Led Us to  
Forget What Made America Prosper 
By Jacob S. Hacker and Paul Pierson 
 
 
THE SUBMERGED STATE: 
How Invisible Government Policies Undermine 
American Democracy 
By Suzanne Mettler 



The	Future	of	Health	Care	Reform 

	
Will	ACA	(ObamaCare)	be	repealed?		
	
Will	it	be	replaced?		
	
If	so,	with	what?	
 



Opposition to Rationing 

•  “There is no rationing of health care at all” in 
proposed reform. -- Sen. Max Baucus 

•  “I think it is [the beginning of rationing] …The 
key is that these are covered by insurance so 
women will not have to decide if they’re going to 
spend $250 to get a mammogram because they 
and their doctors believe it is right to do so.”  
-- Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson, Meet the Press 11/22/09 



Dollar Value of Human Life 

•  Dept. of Transportation: $5.8 million 
•  Proposal: Install seat belts on all school 

buses (National Research Council/ 
National Academy of Sciences) 
– Save one life per year on average 
– Cost: $40 million 



British Perspecitve 

“British reluctantly accept two facts of 
life.” 

•  “First, they are all suffering from a terminal sexually 
transmitted disease called life.” 

•  “Second, with death inevitable and resources finite, 
health care rationing is inevitable.” 

“Can Americans Say No? A British Perspective” Maynard A, Health Affairs, Nov/Dec 2005 


